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the late twentieth century witnessed the birth of an impressive number of new democracies in
latin america this wave of democratization since 1978 has been by far the broadest and most
durable in the history of latin america but many of the resulting democratic regimes also suffer
from profound deficiencies what caused democratic regimes to emerge and survive what are their
main achievements and shortcomings this volume offers an ambitious and comprehensive
overview of the unprecedented advances as well as the setbacks in the post 1978 wave of
democratization it seeks to explain the sea change from a region dominated by authoritarian
regimes to one in which openly authoritarian regimes are the rare exception and it analyzes why
some countries have achieved striking gains in democratization while others have experienced
erosions the book presents general theoretical arguments about what causes and sustains

democracy and analyses of nine compelling country cases

learning of democracy in latin america social actors cultural change

this volume focuses on democracy in latin america and assesses the state of current knowledge
on the topic and identifies new research frontiers in the study of latin american politics it provides
an overview of research agendas and strategies used in the literature over the past four decades
it tackles a series of central questions what is democracy is democracy an absolute value are
current conceptualizations of democracy adequate how and why does democracy work or fail in
latin america and spells out the implications of answers to these questions for current research

agendas it distinguishes between qualitative and quantitative approaches to the conceptualization
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and measurement of democracy and presents a dataset on political regimes and democracy that
illustrates how the differences between these two standard approaches might be overcome finally
it evaluates the strengths and weaknesses of conventional methods used to generate and test
explanations of the causes and consequences of democracy and proposes alternative ways to
advance ongoing substantive debates given the current state of theory and data the contributors
are scholars from the united states and latin america who are experts on latin america and who
have established reputations as theorists and methodologists the volume will be of interest to
readers seeking to understand debates about democracy in developing societies and to grasp the

concepts theories and methods that are currently being developed to study latin american politics

this is a bold new study of the recent emergence of democracy in latin america leonardo avritzer
shows that traditional theories of democratization fall short in explaining this phenomenon
scholars have long held that the postwar stability of western europe reveals that restricted
democracy or democratic elitism is the only realistic way to guard against forces such as the
mass mobilizations that toppled european democracies after world war i avritzer challenges this
view drawing on the ideas of jlirgen habermas he argues that democracy can be far more
inclusive and can rely on a sphere of autonomous association and argument by citizens he makes
this argument by showing that democratic collective action has opened up a new public space for
popular participation in latin american politics unlike many theorists avritzer builds his case
empirically he looks at human rights movements in argentina and brazil neighborhood associations
in brazil and mexico and election monitoring initiatives in mexico contending that such
participation has not gone far enough he proposes a way to involve citizens even more directly in
policy decisions for example he points to experiments in participatory budgeting in two brazilian
cities ultimately the concept of such a space beyond the reach of state administration fosters a
broader view of democratic possibility of the cultural transformation that spurred it and of the
tensions that persist in a region where democracy is both new and different from the old world

models
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events such as the signing of the north american free trade agreement have made it imperative for
students to grasp the history and possible directions of latin american political change this title
gives readers both the background and the analytical models necessary for an accurate
understanding of this area s political past and future to examine the problems posed by political
development professor camp has divided this volume into four parts the first section sets the tone
with two introductory essays providing an overview of the problems and dilemmas posed by

democratization the other three parts explore important aspects of this overall process

ten leading scholars of the region present original research to argue that theories of democratic
consolidation or institutionalization are too often euro and ethno centric that simple appeals for
greater participation are insufficient and that recent critics of populism patronage and

presidentialism fail to capture new opportunities for democracies in the region

democracy in latin america political change in comparative perspective examines processes of
democratization in latin america from 1900 to the present organized thematically with a unique
historical perspective the book provides a widespread view of political transformation throughout
the entire region in clear and jargon free prose the book traces the origins and evolution of
democracy in latin america examines the adoption and reform of electoral institutions assesses
the policy performance of contemporary democracies explores the political representation of
women workers and indigenous peoples evaluates trends in public opinion reveals the recent rise
of illiberal democracy adroitly blending qualitative and quantitative approaches democracy in latin
america offers a new and startling explanation for the prevalence of electoral democracy in
modern day latin america and presents an in depth analysis of political challenges now confronting
the region as a whole including poverty inequality and criminality in addition to maps tables and
figures the book provides carefully selected illustrations and numerous boxes containing
anecdotal material and conceptual commentary comprehensive in scope rigorous in method and
thoroughly accessible to students and general readers democracy in latin america political change

in comparative perspective is ideal for a broad variety of undergraduate courses in political
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science history and sociology

one of latin america s leading sociologists manuel antonio garretéon explores contemporary
challenges to democratization in latin america in this work originally published in spanish in 1995
he pays particular attention to the example of chile analyzing the country s return to democracy
and its hopes for continued prosperity following the 1973 coup that overthrew democratically
elected president salvador allende garreton contends that the period of democratic crisis and
authoritarian rule that characterized much of latin america in the 1960s and 1970s was
symptomatic of a larger breakdown in the way society and government worked a new era
emerged in chile at the end of the twentieth century garreton argues an era that partakes of the
great changes afoot in the larger world this edition updates garreton s analysis of developments in
chile considering the administration of current president ricardo lagos the author concludes with

an exploration of future prospects for democracy in latin america

this is the third of four volumes compiled in honor of juan j linz and edited by h e chehabi richard
gunther alfred stepan and arturo valenzuela each volume presents original research and
theoretical essays by linz s distinguished collaborators students teachers and friends as well as
overviews of his enormous contributions to spanish and latin american studies comparative
politics and sociology in volume iii leading latin american scholars evaluate juan linz s contribution
to the study of latin american politics in particular his influence on studies dealing with
authoritarianism democratic breakdown public opinion regime transition and the institutional

conditions needed for stable democracy

this textbook provides an understanding of the process of democratization in latin america the

author explores the various paths to democracy followed in different countries of the region

among the challenges for democracies in latin america and southern europe are weakened political
parties politicized militaries compromised judiciaries corrupt police forces and widespread citizen

distrust these essays offer an examination of the political structures and institutions bequeathed
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by authoritarian regimes

in latin america during the 1980s the widely accepted model of economic development collapsed
triggering profound changes in relations among the state civil society and the market this volume

advocates a fundamental rethinking of central issues in latin american political economy

resistance to truth and justice

is democracy in latin america in trouble as many now argue this book focuses on citizenship to
shed light on the dynamics and obstacles that the region s democracies face it places citizenship

in the context of democratic theory and explores varying conceptions of the term

this volume examines the evolution of electoral observation strategies since the 1980s the relative
contributions that foreign and domestic observers can make to free and fair elections and to the
democratization process more generally and the principal lessons learned from electoral

observation initiatives in latin america during the 1980 90s

this paper looks at the issue of democratization from a gender perspective while many of the
problems afflicting the new democracies such as the elitist character of political parties and the
failure of the state to guarantee civil and political rights or make a significant dent in poverty affect
all citizens they are manifested and experienced in gender specific ways women s persistent
exclusion from formal politics in particular raises a number of specific questions about how to

reform democratic institutions since these institutions are not automatically gender equitable

this text explores why and how democracy broke down in peru in 1992 the author s argument is
that institutional factors especially the absence of a legislative majority were crucial to the
collapse of democracy in peru during and before this period and throughout latin america since the

1960s
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