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verily this is the word of the lord that the city new jerusalem shall be built by the gathering of the saints d c 84 4 in the near future tad and emma
north and their children live in a united states that is growing increasingly wicked the norths and their extended family notice that many latter
day saints are being deceived by alluring temptations and they wonder how much longer the lord will allow american society to continue its
downward spiral then comes an invitation from church leaders for the saints to gather together this invitation isn t well accepted and even openly
mocked but those faithful church members who trust in the lord soon find themselves accomplishing monumental tasks join these humble yet
heroic  saints  as  they  embark  on  an  unprecedented  journey  to  build  new jerusalem the  great  gathering  the  first  novel  in  the  standing  in  holy
places series paints a vivid picture of exciting prophesied events that still must occur before the second coming if you have an interest in what
awaits the members of the lds church this series should definitely be on your reading list
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in  through  bolshevik  russia  ethel  snowden  offers  a  vivid  and  incisive  account  of  her  travels  through  the  tumultuous  landscape  of  post
revolutionary  russia  written  in  the  early  1920s  the  narrative  is  marked  by  her  keen  observations  and  a  reflective  literary  style  that  deftly
intertwines personal anecdotes with broader political commentary snowden captures the stark realities of life under bolshevism illuminating the
struggles and hopes of ordinary citizens against the backdrop of radical socio political change her prose combines a realistic depiction of hardship
with an underlying curiosity about the new soviet order making the work both a historical document and a personal memoir of her experiences
during a critical  time in world history ethel  snowden an influential  political  figure and writer was deeply engaged in the labor movements and
socialist politics of her time which profoundly influenced her perspectives reflected in this book married to a prominent labour politician sydney
snowden she had access to various political circles and international insight thus situating her observations within a broader ideological context
her commitment to social justice and equality also echoes through her writings providing a unique lens through which to view the changes taking
place in russia through bolshevik russia is recommended for readers interested in the intersection of travel writing and political discourse as well
as those curious about the human dimension of revolutionary change snowden s work not only informs but also provokes critical reflection on the
ideologies  that  shaped the 20th century  making it  an essential  read for  historians  students  of  literature and anyone fascinated by the
complexities of modern political movements in this enriched edition we have carefully created added value for your reading experience a succinct
introduction situates the work s timeless appeal and themes the synopsis outlines the central plot highlighting key developments without spoiling
critical twists a detailed historical context immerses you in the era s events and influences that shaped the writing a thorough analysis dissects
symbols  motifs  and  character  arcs  to  unearth  underlying  meanings  reflection  questions  prompt  you  to  engage  personally  with  the  work  s
messages connecting them to modern life hand picked memorable quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance interactive footnotes
clarify unusual references historical allusions and archaic phrases for an effortless more informed read

of course travelling in russia is no longer what it was during the last half century a vast network of railways has been constructed and one can
now travel  in  a  comfortable  first  class  carriage  from berlin  to  st  petersburg  or  moscow and  thence  to  odessa  sebastopol  the  lower  volga  the
caucasus central asia or eastern siberia until the outbreak of the war there was a train twice a week with through carriages from moscow to port
arthur and it must be admitted that on the main lines the passengers have not much to complain of the carriages are decidedly better than in
england and in winter they are kept warm by small iron stoves assisted by double windows and double doors a very necessary precaution in a
land where the thermometer often descends to 30 degrees below zero the train never attains it is true a high rate of speed so at least english and
americans think but then we must remember that russians are rarely in a hurry and like to have frequent opportunities of eating and drinking in
russia time is not money if it were nearly all the subjects of the tsar would always have a large stock of ready money on hand and would often
have great difficulty in spending it in reality be it parenthetically remarked a russian with a superabundance of ready money is a phenomenon
rarely met with in real life in conveying passengers at the rate of from fifteen to thirty miles an hour the railway companies do at least all that
they promise but in one very important respect they do not always strictly fulfil their engagements the traveller takes a ticket for a certain town
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and  on  arriving  at  what  he  imagines  to  be  his  destination  he  may  find  merely  a  railway  station  surrounded  by  fields  on  making  inquiries  he
discovers to his disappointment that the station is by no means identical with the town bearing the same name and that the railway has fallen
several  miles  short  of  fulfilling  the  bargain  as  he  understood  the  terms  of  the  contract  indeed  it  might  almost  be  said  that  as  a  general  rule
railways  in  russia  like  camel  drivers  in  certain  eastern  countries  studiously  avoid  the  towns  this  seems  at  first  a  strange  fact  it  is  possible  to
conceive that the bedouin is so enamoured of tent life and nomadic habits that he shuns a town as he would a man trap but surely civil engineers
and railway contractors have no such dread of brick and mortar the true reason i suspect is that land within or immediately beyond the municipal
barrier is relatively dear and that the railways being completely beyond the invigorating influence of healthy competition can afford to look upon
the comfort and convenience of passengers as a secondary consideration gradually it is true this state of things is being improved by private
initiative as the railways refuse to come to the towns the towns are extending towards the railways and already some prophets are found bold
enough to predict that in the course of time those long new straggling streets without an inhabited hinterland which at present try so severely the
springs of the ricketty droshkis will be properly paved and kept in decent repair for my own part i confess i am a little sceptical with regard to this
prediction and i can only use a favourite expression of the russian peasants dai bog god grant it may be so it is but fair to state that in one
celebrated instance neither engineers nor railway contractors were directly to blame from st petersburg to moscow the locomotive runs for a
distance of 400 miles almost as the crow is supposed to fly turning neither to the right hand nor to the left for twelve weary hours the passenger
in the express train looks out on forest and morass and rarely catches sight of human habitation only once he perceives in the distance what may
be called a town it is tver which has been thus favoured not because it is a place of importance but simply because it happened to be near the
bee line and why was the railway constructed in this extraordinary fashion for the best of all reasons because the tsar so ordered it when the
preliminary survey was being made nicholas i learned that the officers entrusted with the task and the minister of ways and roads in the number
were being influenced more by personal than technical considerations and he determined to cut the gordian knot in true imperial style when the
minister laid before him the map with the intention of explaining the proposed route he took a ruler drew a straight line from the one terminus to
the other and remarked in a tone that precluded all discussion you will construct the line so and the line was so constructed remaining to all
future ages like st petersburg and the pyramids a magnificent monument of autocratic power formerly this well known incident was often cited in
whispered  philippics  to  illustrate  the  evils  of  the  autocratic  form of  government  imperial  whims  it  was  said  over  ride  grave  economic
considerations in recent years however a change seems to have taken place in public opinion and some people now assert that this so called
imperial whim was an act of far seeing policy as by far the greater part of the goods and passengers are carried the whole length of the line it is
well that the line should be as short as possible and that branch lines should be constructed to the towns lying to the right and left evidently
there is a good deal to be said in favour of this view in the development of the railway system there has been another disturbing cause which is
not likely to occur to the english mind in england individuals and companies habitually act according to their private interests and the state
interferes as little as possible private initiative does as it  pleases unless the authorities can prove that important bad consequences will
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necessarily result in russia the onus probandi lies on the other side private initiative is allowed to do nothing until it gives guarantees against all
possible bad consequences when any great enterprise is projected the first question is how will this new scheme affect the interests of the state
thus when the course of a new railway has to be determined the military authorities are among the first to be consulted and their opinion has a
great influence on the ultimate decision the natural consequence is that the railway map of russia presents to the eye of the strategist much that
is quite unintelligible to the ordinary observer a fact that will become apparent even to the uninitiated as soon as a war breaks out in eastern
europe russia is no longer what she was in the days of the crimean war when troops and stores had to be conveyed hundreds of miles by the
most primitive means of transport at that time she had only 750 miles of railway now she has over 36 000 miles and every year new lines are
constructed the water communication has likewise in recent years been greatly improved on the principal rivers there are now good steamers
unfortunately the climate puts serious obstructions in the way of navigation for nearly half of the year the rivers are covered with ice and during a
great part of the open season navigation is difficult when the ice and snow melt the rivers overflow their banks and lay a great part of the low
lying country under water so that many villages can only be approached in boats but very soon the flood subsides and the water falls so rapidly
that by midsummer the larger steamers have great difficulty in picking their way among the sandbanks the neva alone that queen of northern
rivers has at all times a plentiful supply of water
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