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this first volume of robert durling s new translation of the divine comedy brings a new
power and accuracy to the rendering of dante s extraordinary vision of hell with all its
terror pathos and humor remarkably true to both the letter and spirit of this central
work of western literature durling s is a prose translation the first to appear in twenty
five years and is thus free of the exigencies of meter and rhyme that hamper recent
verse translations as durling notes the closely literal style is a conscious effort to
convey in part the nature of dante s italian notoriously craggy and difficult even for
italians rigorously accurate as to meaning it is both clear and supple while preserving
to an unparalleled degree the order and emphases of dante s complex syntax the
durling martinez inferno is also user friendly the italian text newly edited is printed on
each verso page the english mirrors it in such a way that readers can easily find
themselves in relation to the original terza rima designed with the first time reader of
dante in mind the volume includes comprehensive notes and textual commentary by
martinez and durling both are life long students of dante and other medieval writers
their purgatorio and paradiso will appear next year their introduction is a small
masterpiece of its kind in presenting lucidly and concisely the historical and
conceptual background of the poem sixteen short essays are provided that offer new
inquiry into such topics as the autobiographical nature of the poem dante s views on
homosexuality and the recurrent problematic body analogy hell has a structure parallel
to that of the human body the extensive notes containing much new material explain
the historical literary and doctrinal references present what is known about the
damned souls dante meets from the lovers who spend eternity in the whirlwind of their
passion to count ugolino who perpetually gnaws at his enemy s skull disentangle the
vexed party politics of guelfs and ghibellines illuminate difficult and disputed passages
and shed light on some of dante s unresolved conflicts robert turner s illustrations
include detailed maps of italy and several of its regions clearly labeled diagrams of the
cosmos and the structure of hell and eight line drawings illustrating objects and places
mentioned in the poem with its exceptionally high standard of typography and design
the durling martinez inferno offers readers a solid cornerstone for any home library it
will set the standard for years to come

haraway s discussions of how scientists have perceived the sexual nature of female
primates opens a new chapter in feminist theory raising unsettling questions about
models of the family and of heterosexuality in primate research

fresh translations of meister eckhart s sermons are made available in this volume three
for the first time in english and sixteen others for the first time since ¢ de b evans
translated them in 1924 and 1931 long before the critical editions of the manuscripts
were published in 2003 other important sermons are included in the translations as
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well they improve upon previous translations which were not as sensitive to eckhart s
metaphorical repertoire and his subtle word choice and phrasing the extended
introductory essay describes eckhart s metaphors and how they work together to form
a cohesive whole by looking at what his metaphors tell us about what an individual
person is and how the view of the individual changed in the late medieval world his
ostensibly shocking rhetoric in places where it is actually novel is shown to be
indicative of a larger cultural tide that culminated in the modern worldview finally all
of his homiletic choices are shown to be in service of the greater goal catalyzing
transformative change in his audience by stubbornly insisting on his paradoxes and
jarring people out of their customary way of relating to god and themselves

for half a century rené girard s theories of mimetic desire and scapegoating have
captivated the imagination of thinkers and doers in many fields as an incisive look into
the human condition particularly the roots of violence in a 1993 interview with rebecca
adams he highlighted the positive dimensions of mimetic phenomena without
expanding on what they might be now two decades later this groundbreaking book
systematically explores the positive side of mimetic theory in the context of the multi
faceted world of creativity several authors build on adams insight that loving mimesis
can be understood as desiring the subjectivity of the other particularly when the other
may be young or wounded with highly nuanced arguments authors show how mimetic
theory can be used to address child and adult development including the growth of
consciousness and a capacity to handle complexity mimetic theory is brought to bear
on big questions about creativity in nature evolutionary development originality and
religious intrusion into politics
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