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man has been intrigued by the origin of pearls sensitive to their beauty and convinced of
their medicinal value for at least 5 cent a mixture of folklore and observation preceded the
earliest scientific inquiries fishing and trade commenced in s asia between india and sri
lanka and around the persian gulf in w and central europe inner asia and china and n amer
freshwater pearls were probably known and treasured before those of marine origin a
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refined nomenclature points to a long familiarity with etymologically related words for
pearl pearls were prominent among the luxury products of world trade and were high
among the objectives of expeditions to the eastern and western tropics illustrations

pearls are glistening solid object created within the tissue of a living mollusc or other
shelled animals pearls of the highest quality are categorised as gemstones and considered
to be objects of beauty in many cultures this vintage book explores the world of pearls and
pearl farming giving an outline of its history from ancient times to the developments of
modern pearling life contents include pearl culture and pearl faming historical ancient
ideas of the origin and virtues of pearls pearl bearers mother of pearl shell the origin and
formation of pearls the north west australian fishery the torres straights fishery pearling
life at the present day cevlon pearl fisheries etc many vintage books such as this are
increasingly scarce and expensive it is with this in mind that we are republishing this
volume now in an affordable modern high quality edition complete with the original text
and artwork

pearl natural cultured and imitation discusses some aspects distinction and authenticity of
pearl this book is divided into 10 chapters that cover the origin anatomy sources and prices
of this precious gem the first five chapters are devoted to natural pearls their unique
features origin history structure anatomy and source the next two chapters cover
cultivation and testing of cultured pearls as well as their market value a chapter focuses on
the properties of various imitation pearls the concluding chapters deal with the pricing of
pearls primarily based on an elaborate method using a base price referred to as the unit
base price these chapters also consider other pearl uses other than necklaces such as
borders to brooches and festoons this book will be of great value to pearl traders
manufacturers and users

throughout history pearls have been treasured for their beauty wherever they ve been
found from china to the persian gulf to mexico and beyond before the creation of cultured
pearls natural pearls were incredibly rare considered symbols of wealth and power
reserved for the elite with the pearl culturing revolution pearls became widely available
and they remain an iconic fashion staple for celebrities athletes royalty and everyone in
between this lavishly illustrated guide which features hundreds of photos maps and
diagrams covers everything from identifying culturing and evaluating these gems to the
captivating stories of some of the world s most sought after pearls pearls includes
chapters on why pearls are so prized pearl symbolism and admiration throughout the ages
and a showcase of the most prized pearls in history natural vs cultured pearls explanation
of the sources of each and how a layperson can identify them pearl value factors a list of
the main factors for evaluating pearl quality and price akoya pearls south sea pearls black
pearls and freshwater pearls these chapters discuss the sources and qualities of each type
of pearl and gives readers tools to evaluate them pearls produced by sea snails scallops
clams saltwater mussels and nautiluses pearl processing and treatments how pearls can
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be treated and tests that can be done to see if a pearl has been treated imitation pearls
pearl jewelry examples of pearl jewelry from the 18th century to the modern day wearing
and caring for pearls tips for wearing a strand of pearls as well as methods of cleaning and
storing pearls as useful as it is beautiful pearls will be a welcome guide for anyone who has
felt the allure of these spherical gems

in the book of the pearl george frederick kunz presents a magnum opus on the cultural
historical and commercial significance of pearls crafted with scrupulous detail and a gem
expert s precision the tome weaves an intricate tapestry that spans the biological origins
of pearls to their mystical allure throughout the ages the comprehensive narrative is
enriched by a trove of data rare manuscripts legislative documentation and vivid
illustrations making it an unparalleled resource kunz s scholarly approach and literary flair
place the book within a unique nexus appealing to historians gemologists and general
readers fascinated by the luster of pearl lore in human civilization in examining the author
one cannot separate kunz s professional expertise as a gemologist and his profound
contribution to the study of gemstones dedicating years to compiling an extensive library
on the subject kunz s passion and knowledge are palpable in every page his propensity for
thorough research and collection has enabled him to provide invaluable insight into one of
history s most cherished jewels ensuring that the book of the pearl is not merely
informative but the culmination of a life s work aligned with his academic and vocational
pursuits the book of the pearl is not only a cornerstone for those with a professional or
academic interest in pearls but also a captivating exploration for anyone entranced by the
allure of this ancient gem readers are invited to dive beneath the surface of mere
adornment and discover the multifaceted story pearls tell about our own history and
culturesrich in detail and broad in scope it is a definitive guide that stands as a testament
to kunz s dedication and an enduring beacon for pearl enthusiasts worldwide

pearls people and power is the first book to examine the trade distribution production and
consumption of pearls and mother of pearl in the global indian ocean over more than five
centuries while scholars have long recognized the importance of pearling to the social
cultural and economic practices of both coastal and inland areas the overwhelming
majority have confined themselves to highly localized or at best regional studies of the
pearl trade by contrast this book stresses how pearling and the exchange in pearl shell
were interconnected processes that brought the ports islands and coasts into close
relation with one another creating dense networks of connectivity that were not
necessarily circumscribed by local regional or indeed national frames essays from a variety
of disciplines address the role of slaves and indentured workers in maritime labor
arrangements systems of bondage and transoceanic migration the impact of european
imperialism on regional and local communities commodity flows and networks of
exchange and patterns of marine resource exploitation between the industrial revolution
and great depression by encompassing the geographical cultural and thematic diversity of
indian ocean pearling pearls people and power deepens our appreciation of the underlying
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historical dynamics of the many worlds of the indian ocean contributors robert carter
william g clarence smith joseph christensen matthew s hopper pedro machado julia t
martinez michael mccarthy jonathan miran steve mullins karl neuenfeldt samuel m ostroff

and james francis warren

harper s magazine made its debut in june 1850 the brainchild of the prominent new york
book publishing firm harper brothers harper s magazine the oldest general interest
monthly in america explores the issues that drive our national conversation through long
form narrative journalism and essays and such celebrated features as the iconic harper s
index with its emphasis on fine writing and original thought harper s provides readers with
a unique perspective on politics society the environment and culture
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